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At 6 pm,, Rovember 9, 1933, Brookes L. fars, c3s
22 years, sm 07 a praminent marchant at Sax Jo,
fathear's store %o seaire his persomal autanodile, which was in 8 park...g
1ot approxioa tely £ifty yards fram the Hart Dejeriment Store at San Jose,

California,

Upon reaching the parking lot, ho sscamxed his Stude-
beker Roadstar, ccnversed for thres or four mizutes with ons of the at~
tendants of the ;arking lot, then drove to ope of the main streels at
San Jose, adjacexnt %o the parking let, & distarcs of about twenty-five
yards, at vhich point he stopped upon reaching tze sidewalk, preperetory

.t muﬁu the main street, wheroupon Subject Solmes opensd ths door of
. the Studsbaker Rosdster, and with gua in hand, forced Vistim Hart to drive
- onin his car, stopping at cne or two stop nshts in the hsart of the busi-
ness section of Sen Jose, and out through the zain pars of towm, %2 & s==1}
4s=z Lown aa ¥4lpites, California, &t which point, acoording to & pre--
arranged scheme, Sudject Thuond was waiting aleng the sids of the Righ-.
way in a Chevrole: oar belonging to Holmea, and whas Subject Rolmea pessed
in the StuldsdaXs: Roadstor with the Victin. Subject Thurrond followed them
g ‘the highway. nppmimtely one- and om-half miles fram M1l
pitas;ioniairoad whichifollows:the foothills, at which: point: they aband
bakor car bo_ming ‘to’ the Tictim, and ynocd tzs Viotin in the

Ihﬂ.. Ko!.mn was rivxns. mmnd coverod wuns
' 3.3 1th & :omlver. and uxxn roae!ung the San Mateo Brifge, the Victim’
o m told %o get out of the’ w, uﬂ the gun was transferred rran!'hnmnd 2
to Bolmes, who hit the Victim over tho bead uth the butt exd of the gux,
) knocking the Victin to the pavemast S ths Bridge, =4 =hils the Fiotim-
L, WS hold by Subjeat Bolmn, Subject ‘munnor.d bound his feet ¥ith wire,
rmins thc wire thragh’e caneat’ block; 2al20 tound the upper: ‘part of
his am. above thes slbow, to his body,” with wire, and run this wire .
$hrough enother cc:cat block‘ vhich m placod about tb- middle of ths

back of tke Viotiz,

, S/ ™e Viotxm was aautn hit over the head with zho dutt .
.. . end o(. t.ho revolver, and as he cried for hslp, practically v:amseim.
————————Folm8 #-took hold of-ths'arms and shoulders-of-the. Victim, while Thu




took nld of the lsgs and feat, ani togathar ttey Moated the Vietim
up over the reiling of the Sen Mateo Zridge, &nd Crojped Lim fnto the

7y 8fter wtich several shots were {1red by both St fecta, at e
point whars it was deliaved Viotlz Zart had hit the wmter.

It might be staied 2t this point st both Sudlsela
s case Lad been involved in several mnll hi-jacking crimes in
s Thich deweloped later, 2= had intended kiZlzaping Vicile
Erooke Fart, and axxm 1t oompletior, were % ¢easy Sreir oparaticus
in crims, They kad definitely desiled upm & 800pe ¢f activity, whare-
Ty ey hed qurchesed a ravolver, wire, snd cement Ylocks, so that they
Right 40 away with tke body of the 7ictim Prooke tizrs, cmd after the
disposal of the Victim, damand $40,000 ransom fraz 22 fathar. e
scheza was sicply oze of cold, premeditated murder, with the pla.: of

emning 240,000 alter the nn-dr ksl boon cozmitted

.:.:‘.a“ m:in., a‘.':a“- voke Lo w‘ znto g Sea T
m:acheo Bay, both Sudjects retwned speedily to Sax Jose, Califtrnia, |
at whkich point Sudjeet Holmes kejt an engagement <2at night with friemds,
while Subject Thurond’ returned %0 his home in Sex Jose, changed clothu.

" end imwdiately drove in his fetler's car to Sap Praactsco, mz:omu,
at_ which point e ,talepboned to tis Bart home adout 9:30 o 10:00 .

o'closk, Kovamber 9, 1935, end advised a alster of the Victim Brooko
Harg thqc her brother lad bteen kidnpod. was being :eld for §40,000:

axbjoct nmmu:d wwn-md to San Jooo, Calimmta
ao night, and the tonwing éay took a letter, which he an

Subjm Eolzes hed pa-oparod, and vt to Saurmnto canrornia, at

wWich point this letter was mailed to Mr.. Hart, Sr.. the father oZ:
"Yictis at San Jose, Californte,  telling hin to secure $40,000, spect

_!ylaz the numbers and emounts of the dills, telling hitm to swais furih-

- o mmmou, ud 0" keep’ 1n m:h 'aith n&io :‘".on K.P.O. LY
Calland, #H 8 ' ;

nmmond m«lutoly rommd tru: Sacx-amento. aenr-
) Ban Jou, cuufotnia" and the ‘c.".loung day left for Sea’ rx-u-

iseo with another latter;. whicb ‘both Subjects hald prepared, cddrossed
to h. Eart: The letier was railed frum San m:uco to san Jose by .

.&xhjon Thurmond; wherein Mre Eart wes given instruetlons to place’ a‘

Cmraere]l *1® ty iie winfow 0f Lis gtore at lea Joae, indlmting nas

7 he was roady and’willicg to caply with the demands of the kidnepers,
“In.this letter they advised M-, Eert, the father af the Yiotm.

hm s radio installed-in“his son’s car,-end proceed cn-the- higk-a;'
wrds

Los Angues,pcuitoznie, cntunmg the course ) e followed
have the $40,000




Mr, Bart could nct drive s car, end thqﬁ‘gfoé; oould

>no't complye. »
Iater the sams night he received a zelepk}.::p oail

fram Subjsct Trwrrond, inquiring as to ®iy S had not Tollswed (nstruct~

ions, at which time be wes told he bettar Zollow insiructices right

away, =a4 that he, no doubt, knew by this %ime thet neitlker the Pol-

ice, %he Sheriff,nor the Tedaral Agenis cxid assi{st him st all {n
this mttnr ) :

on thse E;&h‘ of Rowmbar 2 L" *3..,, & ;m a‘ﬁﬁ
of the Vietim received 3 telephone call from one of the Budjsots in
this came, directing hiz 20 get {n touch with Mr. Hart imcediately,
‘and to tell M-, Hars to take the 7:30 treia thet evening for Los
‘Angeles; that be would be mst by & man Wit s white mask, to whom 23
shauld turn over t.ho mnq. __o_r co_wfn, Mr. Sert 4id not taimw this

call, VO:: xombor 15, 1633 o au-thur lottc:- was rocund by Mr, m:. :
myiammmtuuowmuw 3%s . Jacaaaa‘a..o...u‘taka
8 oar md’prooood' towards Los Angeles; as tad deen described’ u; apreve

JMoordmsiy. tha mral w2
but in view of the Tect: that Hr. _Bart wuld not’ c:-:-r

d endear 15. 19‘53. ur.“ ‘{acrt rooaind a"rur‘thc uhphmzed; fron’s
mw station in a garaac 2% Sgn Jose, Oalifarnie, i
“atTuctions wers given W iz, and while this convomt.onm taxing
“yplace with Sudbject hineead, ‘dgenta effectsd the apprebensicn of
Mudiees Tzt o oo FLT3ge 6% Sz Jose, wilieo Re wos £3Il] tale~

wnmers Subjoé‘ ﬁolau ear na stu:ed m.,...oc the esr, dimt;o
,it 80°1t cowld not. '.;o;er-.m u'sa;.', e..,d t!aa scok. m_pn Terrond; $0;




called for s:bjoct Eol:nu, sbout 23 30 ad., Sorazder lath tho docr was
opaied by Subject Folnes, and ke was tnaodia’a.y taken Snto custody,
‘and a camplete w:-.reuicn nmd -5

s,

Batn &ﬂﬂnto wore ind.ic*od ty the hdcral c'-a...d .'m."y
at San Fraaelsco, (alifornis, wunder the extortion angle of the so-called
“Lindberch®™ Aot, A preliminary complaizs was filed ckarging dboth Sub-
Jeots with kidnaping, at San Josge, Calidraim, and both Subjeots were
returned to Sen Joss by Sheriff Pmig, ®:o had been working conatantq
on this case, ia om'ploto aoopemuon uth Ase:ta.

&xbjoot:. 'aho had bm' reoved to San h-ancueo, CAI-
ifornia for safe keeping, were retirned %o San Jose, Califormia, on the
State ckerge, November 26th, and cn Novecdber 27:th were doth taksn by &

- mobd of about thres thous&sd pav,.o. and lynehed ccrou tha sireet n'an
" .the Court Rouse, in a puk

It appears t!:at the mob ..an ponaibly contewlatod
208 aotion, tut vere ‘waiting until the body of the Vietim had deen
found, and om the" oarlymnins of November tha, tho ‘body of tno?io- :
i t4:3 Brooks L, Hart was located by two duck tmntcra in. the San mncuoo
Bay, ud thia azme ni.hs Ahe mob want imes astion, and Iymched bc %b-ﬁ”

R0y

ight, _Komhr 9, 1533, a :e:.anhm* aa11
mémi'nd from Chief of . Police Black, at San Iooo, Calimiia '
! .,Hart had duaym:od, and- utating thatia Teles
4 ved from San Frencisco, fram the lnutoamb Bntol
demnding 340.000 ransom;; and stating that furthier mt:'u'ct’i

A‘AC 1.55::* 15 Chargs imad.ats.y gn‘ 1:: touch zi:h
Spceial dgeat William R Mapy, Jr., at_San Jose, Ca.u:ornia,
paaod %o be ut San J’oce ct ‘Hat particula:- 01_. a.nd hutx-nctod




Rongey to get con ﬁua C234 .t oxce, and a naw privete, unliss a‘.'. tuephme
~line was {mzedistely run iznto She Haps residszse by the teletdhams ocm-
pany, t0 assist in checking fartdar tolaphine calls, It appeared that
Sudbjscts, having used the telephona the nigdt of Noverder 9th, might con-
tinue t0 use ¢:is method of omtact, 2 rrivecse telephions was iastalled
30 thet an {zrmifate cheek nigh te nade,

mnmu 'oro reds wi{th the te! oz:bono a=pany so
that 1f any lomg distance calls were Tecoived by the Fert faxily, Agent
Ramsey, wio ns stationed at the Eart hame, would be notiried at once,
" s belore the =all waa sompleted to the Nart resides sce, it 3as to de
oheoked in Cetail, a0 that information mighs be received by Ageats first
as to rrcn wbat phona, and xtat pout the call was boLn.g noeo!nd.

Ageat Pauay was ginn imtmct!ona as to tho l'and-
.liu ot au mail received by Mr. Har:, end as a Tosult, for the pext "‘sr '
Qays, igent Raxagy not only answerod ell telephone ealls at 2he Bart ™
residence, but wan given a room In the loms of Mr, Part, Sr., speued 611

e O ) m. ia fa ot, took ooqvloto eha.rso ot .u aettvitu at txe Farsg:

igent’ 1n.’»cbareo Vetterii uornamo of
he immadiately wort o Police hoad-
rnia, anq; tburo :

“any mx‘onndmg pointa. that  defore the
uua'nm mum. ‘this ).mt would de notiried i=nediately by the
£ operator, and a ‘yrivate nno was run’ {nto the Police Station at
Francisco, end this numder.was’ gxnn to ‘the mnecor of "the” toiophono ;
any, and tho chief Iong dxsea::co OpTuior, 80 that this }ime

Ty, lnnuzgs S
eep & loohmt for the cer of .the Viotim -

l“ L.‘ .-—A m
;;nnt in the vicini
‘fraa vhich polnt‘ the. nm ‘eall:. ;
/at San Jose Callfamia, Thss0 redio ears ‘Waich were’ pl.sad o
et . Tessy haa their radios tumad fn a% il times with Polige haﬁ e ters, .
12 axy dovelomments’ took’ ‘plece,” thoir numders wers. to bo eauoa and
2irply would bo told to @ toa’ exrtain potnt.” T= otigr wrdk, over 4he
7edio e Yidnas $19g 83 30% %2 14 mentioned at all, = that if, per
0,. the kidompers were tnaod 4, they umld hnn Bo moa

muntratod otrort)ou.g e,
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Satumay, Ecvemder 11th, *he pocket book of Victiz
Rrooke 1. Hari, w=as found on t2e rajiing of & 0il :a:.‘zer, uict ras
1oading the siip *Lurline®, sm Toute 0 1Los ingeies, and thex 0 EoRo~

. lulo. This pocket bdock was found by a trird party, and ronoctod theTe
wes no money iz it, but tie persomal cerds of Vietia Rrooke Hart ro-
mained thers:s, 1t was water soaked, and sfforss to secure finyr;i'intl -
wore unavailiirg,

. Bolieving the 7Victim night have gone on the -hip *Lur-
1{ne"™, the Los Angeles office waa notified, end Special Agent Philtrick
Oof the San Fre=nsisco office jroceedsd by plane %o los Angsles, Calif-
arnia, with *)e manager of Mr., Eart's Depzrivert Store, whare the skip
wag boardad defore 1t docked ot Los Angeles, and searched from stem t0
stern. Uicti: was not locatsd. Inquiries by Agents at San Francisoo at
the dock wheTo the oil farksr Wifwmy® wam loonted, wers nnavailing, and
the individual vho found the nllet cxmld 20t furnish uny m‘bmtion._

the Eart hu.so. saver leavizg z . end be wma ecoorded mlou oooplr-
tion by ths Bart farlly ,sgnxul conferences had besn had dy jgont in
" Eart, Sr., and other mben of his’ mﬂy. but




/
//
/was beliaved that ey froroulonnl kilnmper would have sscortained
whe tker or not 3. Mart, Sr., oould arive, )

~ . A 'further fest tndfcated it was e 30 of emats -
oars - the finding of Victim Brooke Hart’s wallet, which was posaitly
the dest neans of identification, iz2iecating that tte Xidnapers had
t23 Victim, which wallet had been disc&rﬁ.sﬁ. and throwa into the Bay.

Pron the foregoing, it was decided that no doudt
ol joung Sart was vy a &oup of amateurs, ’

4ds further letters were receiveq by Xr, Fart, 8r.,.
3¢ TEmerals "1° and "2% were prepered by Agents, and placed by tm.tod
sice enployees 13 the window of Fart's atore, as deserived by the xid-
mpers, without letting anyone else in the store kaow et was going
on. Mr, Hart was, of ocourse, advised by Agents not to take any t.ripa,
and when no further aortnito word was received from the kidnspers, . n
not baine at a') STt Shat the Indivituals who had been wriging .
.. .the’ letters, and .oltphoutng to Mr,. Hert, were tha Teal kidnapers, ow-
.1ng t0 the fact they had failed % froduce any definite evidence that
__they hold the vxcsxn, Agents prepared. for ur, Hart, Sr., a notlce to’, . -
" the press ¢ ths offsst that e waa pérfectiy willing o negotiate with -
the” Xidnapers of hj- son, an4 a.aM Wat all Agents az=d off{cers hed -
ﬂmrnm fro= his home, ani that. e _would.deal with the K14 i
”poraonahy, ‘2hd " there \lould bo no 1nttrtnne¢ u. all from any .
iaw anforoenent _mcy whatsoever, . ' it

o Rl ad ‘Agont Prxgey u'm
mm any moro telaphone calls at the Bart hom, but listened in on’
6lephona conwrunom Ee continusd to secrete hime=1gf:in the Bart
0 W ‘zotice was’ then given to the i
fm...y, Agent iz c.*m-ga '.'ottonx. to; t!u efrect that tie Fodoral Cov-
ormment was respacting the wiastea of M, Ban. and hagd uthdnm aul
Agan fraa the Hart house,: and ifr, ) '
a free; ma in this sase,

)hom eanl were ahecked
; Mnﬂy by the' mophano omy, end Special Jgnt Bemsey. in-
- medirtely contactits ¥ATY AGES t2, Wi mere stationot at tha 2¢, Clnsx
Hotel, . Ban ..ou. and also with Sheriff.Pnig in Sem Jose, It an one . i
‘u'tas',oeeu lon 'we mud Sudject ‘nmmoad,




G ur; Bart received veral 1etters from veriois e
tlonl of the country. telling hi=n they had his boy, and acoordingly & furth-
eT stateman?t wa: dr=fled for iir. Eart by lgonta, *)r w=re drives into the
Hart hame secrstod in the dack of a sedan, xherety 3. Ta-t gave a furtter
notice to the press, indiceting that he was reedy and willing o pay e
340,000 for nis son's rolease, It woull heve 20 ieve zxme definite avid-
ence indicating thet the {(ndividusls who were coaxssetin: :iz Iz Teality had
Lis soz, owing %o the faot that ke had recoived =fsrmatica fraz= severel
. ources that several perties wero haldiang his soz, ®ad, of cou~se,. all of

them could not be holding Drocks L, Y¥art, This iaftrmeation vas also puh-
limd troely in all the nonpapcra. ~ e

by the. private p:umo ‘mhich had bun in-tauod in t>e Ears resizscce. _:...1:
: tio was i.wsadiatoly rortheanhg to "poc.t. l.saa: Razsey L-,r the ehiet'—




-u-

, Accm-ﬂlngly, we telephoned the Wa-t hn, and t:iv-é
_bad $he daughter o2 v, Bart, 8r., who had received the fi=st telepksas call
fram the Xiénapers at Son Francisco, talk to Sut jest Thumond. ¥e also ad
Mr. ¥ars, 8r., Deputy Sheriff Hicks, and Specisl Agent anoy, who xed also
talked ov‘r the telephone, su2 Yad listensd in on conversaticn a1k to
Sub ject Thurmond, and all four were positive that the voice of Sx.bjoct Thur-
wond was the sazs as that which thcy ma heard over the telephone

Acoordingly. Subjcot 'Dmn:nnd *as gru.lod from amyrozi-
mately 8 pom., t0 2:30 8.z., thae following morning by Agents, (the Sharife,
.and Bis Deputy, and the Chief of Police being merely onlookers,) and step by
atep he was questioned conoarning each telephone call and each letter that
had ®een received, and he fimally edmiticd sach detail in cmnecticn with .
sach transaction, until we finally got him dack to the first telephone call
which had beea received st the Hart homs fros San r‘mnciaoo, which teleplone

- 0811 was received by the Hard family %8f076 anyobd know the son had deenm 7. e

..even kidnaped, and whon Subjeot Thurmond finally ad.._ttte* that ks had placed ..

i3 telsphone call fram San Francisco.to Mr. Hart, it Fas Jnown then 2has'

ho poutinly had some. connootion vith the kiﬁ.....;im. but ha claizmed he ked
trca !

Ho was them qmnuonod noat ﬁsomsly 132 Asenta. and

\;roanlt. within the next’ hmr, made a"detailed caxplete confession ont-

uni.ns the complete Hd:::pinc of the Yictim by Tiurmond and Eolmes, 3l .51~
}:g t r_gh in_detail the

. voluntary conreuion of Bubjoct Thumond was _Sn-
nediately rocnood w,mt;ng bout: 3:30)the”sars morning bsfore he ‘had

o~ -

tunity 'to secure legal’counsel n’ ‘which'hs' outlinsd everything’initas




Subject Thurzond, h:xpncatlng no:.-m. Polnes made s statememt %o the
effact that he “did not know "hnrmnd wuld be & saitch”, Fe relused
. to say enything ‘ur’.her. ; :

In,vhw’ot tha ruung a* 3 c-a, califom
Subjecta were whizknd out of jail ty autownYile to Sen "'ramuco. at :
ek point Suldjsct Holmas wms fnferTrozassd furilar, and mads a detailed N

oonrou.on. regarding his participution in this erima, Sudjest Thumond

was accompanied by Sheriff Emlg, end this igeat, to San Fraacisco, Cal-
‘ifornia, and was driven to the San lateo 2ridgs, shere Lo endeavored t»
point out the approxizats point whare the Victim had beon tossed inmto-
the San Francisco Bay. 4ifter several days of searuiing the doly of
.Yietin Brooko L. H&rt was found, and tho smo night both Subjects wers

’t my 'bo uf mbnat ta Bote mt, o' oan'u. oll
unglo. with respect to the ti:ﬁms of the pocket book, the checking of
36 oall at tha ‘mxtmb Bbtal. | mwiaeo, etc., received early:
and vigorous attention at’allitimes, end wers thoroughly usvostigatod

st minute doocrip‘lan of the Viotim was: uourod. even before thé
oontuuon of Subjlest Tharmond '

any pr ior ‘erimina L
ae catufomin, ]




Had ¥r, Eart, Sr., kept his eppoini-sat with Sud-
Jeats, with the $40,000, fram-the facts denloped :hey !ould hn,
20 dcubt killed him too.

Subjecu both cam rram splendid ru::.ilios at San
Jose, Califormia, their f==111es doing well -aspec :

The proprietors of the stores at San Joss, Crlif-
oraje, frar whonm Holmes and Thurmond purchesad the wire z=d cament
blocks, with which they bound md weizhted the Victim, were, of course,
located ar: {nterviewsd, and nuwmerous othar reople were interviewed,
and tho infomation obtajined ahowed a clon auooiaz ion or 'nmrmnd
and Holmes at S8an Jose, Califormia, ‘

Tor yoar r“..ﬁhez- infomsation, as mpxdly a8 lotm:
ura received by lfr, Hart, they wers carsfully wrapped in cellophane,
”™

.end vere photographed by -a ,&Gom,_-- 2t San Joma, and ths ““':r.ala

:em ‘sent te Washington to be c...ecbed rc. ﬁngeminta, amd to be chochd

Division has mbzitted a mun‘répor:, which 18 very anngnmihc

it v,

In this’ ‘case by'atatiom.ns»an Agent ln momt

'w‘..f..!i $rovide
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Bro Bo Bo Toltardl, ,

‘Pivigiem of Investigntlmmy
418 2o Lozeriment of Justies,

4 D38 Hewos Baliging,-

.. Sam Frenelses, Coliformit.

Dosender 19,

. . EO8pasizely




Bibision of Enﬁrs igation

S, Bepmrtment of Bustics
i3 .H&ms_anudimg.. o
San Prasedsoco, Califorata,

Dirsctor,

Division o2 Investigation,
U.S. Dopartment of Jussicoe,
Raghington, 1,2,

Daap Bir:

R N CEEEE Pe R
s . InTeply yous, 10820r dated Decesher 12, 1953,

pleaso de adﬂa@d'm@"’?gmve'diei.‘wd'a*brgggﬂqa tho Brooko

Lo Hars kidnapins ezsa, and alao on thes eldnapine
%%@sag ey i : =%




